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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 200965 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, EAID, JO, US, IS 

SUBJECT: MAQARIN DAM WORKING PAPER 

REF: (A) TEL AVIV 5994, (B) STATE 183 132 

1 . WE ASSUME ECON COUNSELOR RESPONDED TO AEON'S EXPRESSED 
CONCERN FOR LACK OF JORDANIAN REACTION TO ISRAELI POSITION 
(PARA I REP A) BY ASSURING HIM THAT-AS MENTIONEDPARA 2 

REF B-WORKING PAPER REPRESENTS USG UNDERSTANDING OP 
ISRAELI AND JORDANIAN VIEWS WITH RESPECT TO FIVE AREAS- 
WATER AVAILABILITY, PLOW AND QUALITY, ECOLOGY, AND ENVIRON- 
MENT, AND WEST BANK-BASED ON MOST RECENT DISCUSSION IN 
JERUSALEM AND AMMAN, AND IN EPFECT WORKING PAPER INCORPOR- 
ATES JORDANIAN RESPONSE TO LATEST ISRAELI POSITION INCLUDED 
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IN MAY 27 MEMO. 

2. AEON'S POSITION THAT TIME HAS COME POR U.S. MEDIATORY 
ROLE TO END AND BE REPLACED BY DIRECT ISRAELI-JORDANIAN 
CONTACTS HAS INTRODUCED POSSIBLE SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS INTO 
PICTURE. THIS WOULD, OP COURSE, BE CONSISTENT WITH GENERAL 
ISRAELI LINE RE NEED POR DIRECT CONTACTS WITH ARABS AS WELL 
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AS LONGSTANDING ISRAELI DESIRE TO ENGAGE lORDANIANS IN MU- 
TUALLY BENEFICIAL PROJECTS. KICKER HERE IS ISRAELI CON- 
COMITANT DESIRE TO BE PERCEIVED AS WORKING WITH JORDAN. ON 
OTHER SIDE, JORDANIANS HAVE SHIED AWAY EROM SUCH COOPERA- 
TION, PARTICULARLY THROUGH CONCERN IT WOULD LEAK, WITH 
ACCOMPANYING POLITICAL EALLOUT EROM OTHER ARABS. WE 
WONDER IF SCENARIO OUTLINED BY ALON WOULD NOT RESULT IN 
LEAK, AT LATEST WHEN PROJECT PRESENTED TO CABINET. 

3. FOR TEL AVIV. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ANALYSIS OE 
MOTIVES BEHIND AEON'S POSITION, AND POSSIBILITY IT COULD 
BE CHANGED BY DEMARCHE TO HIGHER LEVEL. COULD IT BE ONLY 
TRIAL BALLOON BY NEW GOVERNMENT TO PROBE POSSIBLE JORDAN- 
IAN RECEPTIVENESS TO lORDANIAN-ISR AF.LI TECHNICAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON MAQARIN? 

4. FOR AMMAN. PLEASE GIVE US YOUR ASSESSMENT OE PROBABLE 
JORDANIAN REACTION TO ALON'S POSITION. WOULD JORDANIANS 
CONSIDER DIRECT CONTACTS WITH ISRAELIS? WHAT WOULD BE 
GOJ POSTURE RE POSSIBLE LEAKS? OBVIOUSLY, USG AS MAJOR 
PROSPECTIVE AID DONOR HAS LEGITIMATE INTEREST AND ROLE TO 
PLAY, BUT THIS IN ITSELE MAY NOT BE CONVINCING ARGUMENT IN 
JERUSALEM AGAINST DIRECT GOI-GOJ CONTACTS, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE ISRAELIS ARE AWARE OE HIGH LEVEL COMMITMENT TO PRO- 
JECT IN AMMAN. 
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5. WE ARE CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF "MULTIYEAR" 

EUNDING EOR MAQARIN-3 YEARS AT 40-45 MILLION DOLLARS PER 
YEAR BEGINNING IN EY 79-AS A SEPARATE LINE ITEM WHICH 
WOULD REQUIRE PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. WE HAVE TO HAVE 
CLEAR IDEA OF WHERE PROJECT IS GOING BEFORE WE MAKE DECI- 
SIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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